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S3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on May 8, 2000 _ . * 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed 
in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11; 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 3 month(s) or thirty days whichever 

is longer from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause the 
application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 133). Extensions of time may be obtained under the prov.s.ons of 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

IS Claim(s) 3-5, 7, and 18 



is/are pending in the application. 



Of the above, claim(s) 
□ Claim(s) 



H Claim(s) 3-5, 1, and 18 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claims 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 



are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is Qpproved disapproved. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

S3 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d). 
&) All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
S3 received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) • 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
♦Certified copies not received: 



□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 



Attachment(s) 

IS Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 
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Serial Number: 09/045,385 
Art Unit: 2871 



DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

. ■ . ^ T I S C 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.b.u. iuj<a; wmw 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

section 102 of this title, if the differences between *«»*£^£g^ J weMim w m ade to a person 
manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currentiy names join, inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims was 
commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any evidence to 
the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out the inventor 
and invention dates of each claim *» was no, commonly owned a. the time a later invention was 
made in order for me examiner ,„ consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. .030 and potential 35 
U.S.C. 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

1. Claims 3-5.7 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kodataetal in viewofas applied to claim above, and further in view of Shirahashi et al, Sato et 



al and Miyawaki et al. 

Koda* e, al discloses everyflung exception a black layer around me perime,er. The use of 
a black matrix around me perunefcr was we,, known for preventing Ugh, leakage and shie.ding for 
drive circuit,, and would have been obvious fo, ,ha, reason. All ,he above ,is,ed references show 




• 
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Art Unit: 2871 

active matrix devices with black layers in the peripheral regions, and therefore provide evidence of 
this assertion of the well known status of these layers for the above mentioned purposes. 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kenneth Parker whose telephone number is (703) 305-6202. The fax phone 
number for this Group is (703) 308-7722. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status 
of this application or preceding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-0956. 
July 31, 2000 



Response to Amendment 



Applicants arguments are moot in view of the new ground of rejection. 



Conclusion 



KENNETH ALLEN PARKER 
PATENT EXAMINER 
GAU 2871 



